Planning & Zoning Minutes
City of Laurel
Planning & Zoning Meeting
Thursday March 12, 2026

Members Present: Susan Vincent, Lee Donaldson Jr., Chloe Davis, Shelley Allen, Caroline Burks, Satish Amin, Lisa Cochran

Staff Present: Andria Osborne

Members Absent: Brad Kent, John Wallace, Cecil Ashford, Patricia Jordan Cook, Zane Lambert

Call to Order: Susan Vincent, called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. in the Council Chamber Room of Laurel City Hall.

Approval of Agenda and Reading of Last Minutes:  Susan Vincent asked for a motion for the approval of the agenda. A motion was made for the agenda to be approved with no changes and the approval for the reading of the last minutes by Shelly Allen and seconded by Lisa Cochran. The motion carried with no objections.

PUBLIC HEARING COUNCIL CHAMBERS – 5:30 P.M.

*A quorum was present

AGENDA TOPICS

March Meeting

1. [bookmark: _Hlk187242210][bookmark: _Hlk146032822]Short Term Rental Petition Docket No. STR 26-03, styled Chancellor Properties LLC, 417 N. 13th Ave. Laurel, MS 39440, requesting short term rental to be located at 638 W. 7th St. Laurel, MS 39440 Number of units 1, number of sleeping rooms 2, maximum occupancy 4 and number of parking spaces 2.

Discussion: The short-term rental has not been inspected by the Inspection Department, due to scheduling conflicts with the property manager. Suan Vincent is requesting that the approval be tabled until inspection is complete.

Motion: Motion to table approval was made by Shelly Allen, and seconded by Caroline Burks.

Verdict: All members in favor. Motion tabled.







2. Special Exception Docket No. SPE 26-04, styled Melanie Ulmer, 609 Jackson St. Laurel, MS 39440, requesting a Special Exception to allow operation of a carry-out/snack bar at the property described below: 
 
6-8-11 A PARCEL OF LAND IN EPSILON ADD BLK 9 LOT 8(City of Laurel/Jones County Parcel No. 119H-06-25-008.01 PPIN 36247. Also known as 609 Jackson St.)

Property is located in Ward 6, zoned R-2, Medium Density Residential District, which does not permit requested use. 

[bookmark: _Hlk212126058]Discussion: No one was present to speak for the Special Exception request. No one was present to speak against the special exception request. Ms. Ulmer was unable to attend the meeting. Based on the previous information presented to the Commission on January 8, 2026, the members denied the request.

Motion: Motion to deny Special Exception request was made by Satish Amin and seconded by Lisa Cochran.

Verdict: All members in favor. Motion denied.

3. Zoning Variance Docket No. V 26-01, styled LRG Investors & MMA, 2340 Highway 15 N. Laurel, MS 39440, requesting a Variance to reduce existing parking to accommodate new outparcel at the property described below:

25-9-12 A PARCEL OF LAND IN SE OF NE DESC AS COMM AT SW/C OF NE RUN N 105.0’ TO POB E 622.95’ TO WLY RW OF MISS STATE HWY #15 N 6 DEG 44’ 30” E ALONG SD R W 299.21’ W 283.0’ S 43 DEG 00’ W 30.27’ W 354.44’(City of Laurel/Jones County Parcel No. 134C-25-09-003.00 PPIN 15794. Also known as 2340 Highway 15 N.) 
	
Property is located in Ward 2, zoned C-3, Heavy Commercial District which does not permit requested use.

Discussion: Architect, Micheal McKinnon was present to discuss the Variance request for his client. He is requesting a variance to reduce the existing parking to accommodate a new outparcel at the property. Kroger would like to add a commercial business to their parking lot. In order to achieve this parking would be reduced by 50 spots. Lisa Cochran asked if the loss of spaces would be about the same as the gas station? Micheal said it would be about 30ft more. He said it would be drive-thru only, and that the benefit of doing this project is MDOT plans to remove the 2 entrances and go back with a larger single in and out lane to Highway 15. They plan to restripe the parking spaces reducing them from 10ft to 8ft. Mrs. Vincent asked where do the employees park, and Micheal responded up front. Caroline asked what would the hours of the business be, and his response was 8am to 5pm. Mrs. Vincent asked if they would increase handicapped parking? Micheal said they currently have adequate ADA parking, but the spots are not wide enough, so they plan to take at least 5 spots to make ADA improvements in front of the store. Lee Donaldson asked about closing the entrance/exit and if it would create a turnaround? Micheal said not really because its mostly right of way. No one was present to speak against the Variance request.

Motion: Motion to approve Variance request was made by Lisa Cochran and seconded by Shelly Allen.

Verdict: All members in favor. Motion passed.

4. Zoning Variance Docket No. V 26-02, styled Tonya Davis, 1623 N. 5th Ave. Laurel, MS 39440, requesting a Variance to have a shed in the front yard of property described below:

EDGEWOOD ADD BLK-C LOTS 3 & 4(City of Laurel/Jones County Parcel No. 135L-32-07-013.00 PPIN 9663. Also known as 1623 N. 5th Ave.)
	
Property is located in Ward 4, zoned R-2, Medium Density Residential District which does not permit requested use.

Discussion: Tonya Davis was present to speak for the Variance request. Ms. Davis started out by explaining that the accessory building on her property is a sensory room for her grandson Noah, and not a shed. The building was placed on the property in the front yard during this past Christmas. Noah suffers from Autism and is fascinated with farm animals, especially cows. The barn is Noah’s safe space, as he experiences sensory, emotional, and communication challenges that limit his ability to function in a standard environment. Ms. Davis provided documents from his doctors explaining his condition. Hannah Waite explained in her letter that she feels from a clinical perspective, the structure is not recreational in nature, but rather it serves as a therapeutic accommodation. The space will help to de-escalate stress, help with emotional melt-downs, and create a calming environment. Ms. Davis explained Noah’s health condition at the time when she took custody of him. Mrs. Vincent asked Noah’s age, and Ms. Davis replied 4 years old. She explained being a property owner, and not being aware that the accessory building was not allowed in her front yard. The committee suggested tabling the approval until they are able to assess the property. No one was present to speak against the accessory building.

Motion: Motion to table Variance request was made by Shelly Allen and seconded by Caroline Burks.

Verdict: All members in favor. Motion tabled.


5. Conditional Use Docket No. CU 26-01, styled Jamera McDonald, 140 & 144 S. 13th Ave. Laurel, MS 39440, requesting a Conditional Use to allow operation of funeral home at the property described below:


YESTON MILL ADD BLK 12 LOT 10(City of Laurel/Jones County Parcel No. 119G-06-04-006.01 PPIN 30300. Also known as 140 S. 13th Ave.)

COTTON MILL ADD BLK 12 LOT 11(City of Laurel/Jones County Parcel No. 119G-06-04-007.00 PPIN 9010. Also known as 144 S. 13th Ave.)


Property is located in Ward 6, zoned C1A, Professional Office District which does not permit   requested use.
Discussion: Jamera McDonald was present to speak for the Conditional Use. Ms. McDonald recently purchased two lots located in C1A zoning, and would like to build a funeral home on the property. She currently operates a funeral home located at 135 S. 15th Ave. Lisa Cochran asked how much parking would be available? Ms. McDonald stated that her contactors are familiar with the city codes and know what is required. Lee Doanldson asked what is behind this property? Ms. McDonald explained that it is a lot owned by the Family Health Center, and she has been in contact with the owners for possible purchase. If purchased the space will provide additional parking. Lee Donaldson also asked how big was the lot, and Ms. McDonald replied, about 5700 square feet with both lots combined. Mr. Donaldson also asked if there would be a crematorium onsite, and Ms. McDonald said there would not be one at this location. No one was present to speak against the Conditional Use request. 

Motion: Motion to approve Conditional Use request was made by Shelly Allen and seconded by Lee Donaldson.

Verdict: All members in favor. Motion passed.



ADJOURNMENT:
being no other matters before the Commission
Chairperson Susan Vincent motioned to adjourn the meeting.
Commissioner Lisa Cochran seconded the motion. 
The motion passed unanimously
The meeting adjourned at 6:13 PM. 

Minutes submitted by:
_______________________________________________________
Superintendent of Inspection
Minutes approved by: 
______________________________________________________
Chairperson
